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 The Student's Arithmetic. ByW. M. BAKER and BOUXNE. Pp. viii +328 +1.
 With answers. 2s. 6d. 1910. (Bell.)

 This is a "shortened edition" of the Public School Arithmetic by the
 same authors, which, with answers, costs another couple of shillings. As the
 examples in both books are identical, those teachers who prefer their students
 to have the minimum of explanation will, by using it, gratify at once both the
 parents' desire for economy and their own pedagogic ideals. For the great
 fault of many text-books of the present day is that the path is made too easy.
 Even what we learn by our mistakes is often of far more value than what we
 acquire without the effort of thinking.

 Practical Arithmetic. By R. S. OSBORNE. Pp. xi+270. 2s. 6d. net. 1910.
 (Effingham Wilson.)

 Mr. Osborne's experience as Lecturer on Commercial Methods and Practical
 Arithmetic at the City of London College is placed by the publication of this
 book at the disposal of teachers who have to get boys through the examina-
 tions of such bodies as The Chartered Institute of Secretaries, the Institute
 of Bankers, the Royal Society of Arts, etc. For admission to the arcana here
 revealed all that is required from the student is a "thorough knowledge of
 the very elementary rules of arithmetic." The first sections deal with decimals
 and approximations, ratio and proportion, the chain rule, the metric system
 and the like. After the use of the log. tables is mastered, the student proceeds
 to interest, discount, annuities, equation of payments, and our old friend,
 alligation. The 16th chapter will be found useful for reference. It deals
 with exchange calculations and most questions that arise from the considera-
 tion of the money market column of a financial paper-matters in which the
 teacher of to-day has, alas ' too little of the knowledge that arises from
 immediate personal interest. The book is well printed, but, we would venture
 to suggest, suffers from a plethora of worked-out examples.

 Second Stage Mathematics (with Modern Geometry). Edited by W.
 BRIGGS. Pp. 128+102+201+24. 3s. 6d. 1910. (University Tutorial Press.)

 The geometry, algebra, and trigonometry requisite for candidates for the
 Second Stage of the "Science and Art Examinations " are faithfully dealt
 with in this volume by the unknown "specialists" of the Tutorial Press,
 Whoever they may be, it is clear that they are experienced teachers. If
 lengthy and detailed explanations, warning notices at the approach to every
 possible pitfall, and every use of typographical device to attract the attention
 and impress the memory are the marks of a good book, then this is one. The
 private student will be hard to please if he does not find between these covers
 all his requirements for the " Second Stage."

 Conic Sections made Easy. By SARADAKANTA GANGOPADHYAYA. Pp. 97.
 8 annas. 1909. (The Students' Library, Calcutta.)

 This little book is intended in the first place for candidates for the Inter-
 mediate Examination of the Calcutta University. It consists of two chapters
 dealing respectively with the parabola and the ellipse. " I have preferred to
 treat the subject after the manner of Euclid, with whose mode of treatment
 the student is so very familiar, and have taken the bold step of replacing
 some of the existing proofs by new ones, which have seemed to me to be more
 easily intelligible." Hence some of the proofs are longer than usual.
 ,Elegance may be later attained, but at the outset of the student's acquaintance
 with the conic sections the author considers that he is justified in sacrificing
 brevity to simplicity. The English teacher of geometrical conics might with
 advantage consider the obvious advantage that is offered by this approach to
 a branch of mathematics which is not as popular as it might be. The
 explanations throughout show the hand of a teacher of experience. The
 exercises are carefully selected and graduated. The author's name is unfor-
 tunately mis-spelled on the cover.
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